
Nick Hernandez Biography 

Nick Hernandez, CEO & Founder, Makoce Agriculture Development (Pine 
Ridge Indian Reservation) 
Nick Hernandez is a member of the Oglala Sioux Tribe and a citizen of the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation (SD). Nick is a father of two boys, Alee Jax and Kai Tyndall Hernandez and 
significant partner to Liz Welch. Nick earned a master’s degree in Lakota Leadership and 
Organizational Management from Oglala Lakota College (2019). Today, Nick has founded 
Makoce Agriculture Development, a 501c3 non-profit, which is the next level of local 
Indigenous agriculture and food systems development on the Pine Ridge Indian 
Reservation. Nick is passionate and dedicated towards creating viable change for his 
community through a self-determined, indigenous led reconnective local food system, 
designed to regenerate healthy equitable communities, economies, and our environment 
for many generations to come. 
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